20221116 2Peter 1:15-22 Dealing with the Mud and the Vomit - Repentance 


15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, 
following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who 
loved the wages of unrighteousness; 7° but he was 
rebuked for his iniquity: adumb donkey speaking with 
a man’s voice restrained the madness of the prophet. 
17 These are wells without water, clouds carried by a 
3 tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of 
darkness forever. 


18 For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the 
flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error. 

19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a 
person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage. 7° For if, after they have escaped 
the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 

21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than 
having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. ? But it has happened 
to them according to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having 
washed, to her wallowing in the mire.” (2 Peter 2:15-22, NKJV). 


Last Sunday we took a close look at false prophets and false teachers, and we were given six 
characteristics of false teachers and false teachings. In the rest of the passage in chapter two 
Peter gives us the big idea that false teachers lead us in a direction that is opposite from the 
abundant life that we are promised in John 10:10. | like to say it this way, “If the deceiver can’t 
have your soul, he wants to steal your joy”. He tries his best to have you default back into your 
flesh and into sin. What | mean by that is if you are saved by the blood of Jesus, the only way He 
can steal your joy is to persuade you from walking in righteousness and from working out your 
salvation. (Notice | am not saying working FOR your salvation). Paul calls that “working it out” 
with fear and trembling. This is not a fear of losing your salvation, rather it is a deep respect for 
God and the commandments to walk in newness of life. Nothing will make you feel defeated 
more quickly than returning to sinful patterns in your life. 


One of the great promises of salvation is that it not only pays for our sins once and for all 
(justification = positional righteousness), but it gives us the power to have a continuing victory 
over sin through the power of the Holy Spirit. Coming to Christ does NOT MAKE YOU FREE 
FROM SIN. It makes you free from the power and penalty of sin. When we “fall back” into our 
flesh patterns (sin), Peter tells us in this passage that it is like a dog returning to its vomit or a 
clean pig returning to a mud hole. 


V.15 Peter continues this passage speaking of false teachers and the “way of Balaam.” What 


is “the way of Balaam?” This is referenced several times in scripture. Balaam’s “way” is a choice 
to promote falsehood for personal gain. Balaam refused to curse Israel outright, but he took 


money from Balak the King of Moab by hatching a scheme to get Israel to sin “through the back 
door” (bringing in prostitutes). Jude 1:11 also cites Balaam’s wrongdoing, and Jude 1:4 calls out 
those “who pervert the grace of God as a license to do immoral things.” One characteristic of 
false teachers in the church is trying to turn “liberty in Christ” into “freedom” to live a 
promiscuous, unholy, and an unrighteous life (Romans 14:1-5). 


V.16 Peter reminds us that God used a donkey to speak to Balaam and rebuke him (Numbers 
22:21-29). | love that story because it shows us that God can speak in whatever way he chooses 
to speak. Balaam was not a false prophet. He was called by God to prophecy, but he was a 
wicked prophet. 


V.17 “These [false teachers] are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness forever.” This is saying that false teachers make great 
promises, but they don’t deliver. For example, there is no doubt that God heals people and 
makes them whole, but the world is full of so-called “faith healers” who are sham scam artists. 
They sell hope of healing for money. They give a show that tickles the ears of listeners, but the 
real truth of the matter is that they plant people in the crowd to supposedly be healed. 


This is so insidious because it takes a truth of God (that He can heal) and it makes a mockery of 
it. | recently watched a movie entitled “Leap of Faith” in which a fake faith healer, Jonas 
Nightingale, is stranded in a small town where he finds he can't fool all of the people all of the 
time. Much to his shock, God heals a crippled boy and Jonas knows he had nothing to do with it 
and gives up his “healing ministry.” False teachers are like clouds in a storm that hold no water. 
Peter says they'll end up in “eternal darkness.” 


VV.18-19 These verses say that there are some false teachers who come preaching a “wide 
way.” They twist the words of scripture to preach a “liberty” that scripture really does not 
teach. They go beyond teaching that we are “free in Christ” to hinting that we are “free to do 
whatever we want to do when we are in grace.” To live a life that is pleasing to the Father we 
are not “free to do whatever we want to do.” That is a lie. In fact, we are “free to obey Him and 
we’re empowered to obey Him through the Holy Spirit that lives within us.” Peter is saying that 
these teachers, knowingly or unknowingly, create a temptation in some who have been 
delivered of the enslavement of sin to fall back into sin. As | said on Sunday, a “wide way” is 
characteristic of many false teachers. 


VV. 20-21 These verses tell us that the false teachers take God-fearing, God-obeying 
believers, and lead them back into the enslavement of sin from which they were once 
delivered. Why would Peter say that they would have been better off than to have never 
known the truth? | think because there is no one more miserable than a believer who knows to 
do right, but does wrong. When a believer falls back into sin, Satan, the Accuser, takes that 
thought or action and beats up on a believer with it. He Accuses the fleshly Christian in his or 
her mind. He says, “See, you never were a REAL CHRISTIAN anyway. You’re a fake. You’re a 
phony. What in the world are you doing in church? You are a phony.” 


| want to make something very clear about when | say that a believer is “back slidden.” | am not 
saying that they have lost their salvation and that they are eternally separated (hell). | am 


saying that they have “slid back” into sin and are being controlled by their flesh. They’ve lost 
their deliverance from the bondage of sin that they were promised. They are no longer enjoying 
the “abundant life” that Jesus promises us all in John 10:10. 
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you to understand that being saved doesn’t keep you from sinning. Being saved keeps you from 
an eternity in hell. Obedience through the power of the Holy Spirit keeps you from sinning. 


We all have struggles doing the right thing. That means we are all human and we have tendency 
to fall back into our flesh patterns. Paul refers to this struggle in Romans chapter 7 speaking to 
the issue of why he sins when he doesn’t want to sin, and why he doesn’t do the right things 
when he wants to do right. It boils down to this. When you were saved, you were declared 
“righteous”/“justified” (made right) before God. The blood of Jesus was payment for your sins 
and mine. Your sins - past, present, and future - were paid for at the cross. YET, as a human, you 
still have within you a propensity (tendency) to sin. That is how and why believers can be led by 
false teachers and end up going back to their “vomit.” Being declared righteous and justified 
before the Father doesn’t necessarily mean that you are walking in righteousness/righteous 
living. 


The entirety of scripture is very clear that you were made free from the penalty of sin, but you 
are not free from sin (ie. sinless). A propensity (tendency) to sin remains in every believer even 
after we’re saved. Otherwise, we’d never sin. | grew up in a church that emphasized grace so 
much that it became a license to some to live a disobedient life. This is called “hyper-grace” 
teaching. This denies the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27) We are told in the book of James 
that we’re to confess our sins to one another so that we might be healed. Confessing them to a 
brother does not “pay” for that sin, but it HEALS US (James 5:16). This healing is what we 
experience when we as believers confess our sins to God and are healed (1 John 1:9). He never 
leaves us, but when we leave Him, we need to confess it to Him, repent of it (move in the 
opposite direction) and restore ourselves to sweet fellowship with Him. Some theologians 
describe this saying by that, “we are positionally righteous, but we are practically sinful.” 


James, the brother of Jesus, tells us that prayers that are powerful and effective come from 
righteous people. Is he talking about all believers? NO. Remember what we read in 1 Peter 
3:12: “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil” (also see Psalm 34:15). 


Scripture tells us repeatedly that the Lord doesn’t listen to those who cherish sin in their hearts 
(Psalm 66:18). What scripture calls a “righteous person” is one who has a living faith, walking in 
the Spirit, and seeking to obey the Lord and His Word. Solomon, through the Holy Spirit, tells us 


God’s thought, “/f anyone turns a deaf ear to my instruction, even their prayers are detestable” 
(Proverbs 28:9). 


Confession and repentance from sin are preconditions for having the ear of God. It is only when 
we experience God’s forgiveness that our prayers have power and avail much. A successful 
prayer life walks hand in hand with believers who passionately desire to see God’s will worked 
out in their daily lives. 


So, what do we do with the vomit and mud if we end up there? 


What | want to end with this morning is that if you have sins that continue to plague you, don’t 
condemn yourself. God doesn’t condemn you and neither should you condemn yourself. 
Instead, have an honest conversation with God. It might go something like this, “God, | have 
this problem where | keep doing this thing that | know is wrong. It is not of you. Lord, forgive 
me because it is sin. Lord, | agree with your Word and with what the Holy Spirit is telling me. 
Father, thank you that this was paid for at the cross. And Lord thank you for cleansing me from 
all unrighteousness, Amen.” 


This is called “repentance.” I’ve heard people throw all kinds of definitions around for 
repentance. Repentance isn’t a one time act. It simply means “regretting again.” That is “re- 
pentance” from the Latin meaning re (again) + penitere (to regret). And yes, you regret 
something so much that it brings about a change of mind and a desired change of direction. 


c. 1300, repenten, "be grieved over one's past and seek forgiveness; feel such regret for 
sins, crimes, or omissions as produces amendment of life," from Old French repentir 
(11c.), from re-, here perhaps used as an intensive prefix, "very much" (see re-), + Vulgar 
Latin *penitire "to regret," from Latin poenitire "make sorry," from poena (see penal).+ 

Hebrew uses the word nacham- to be sorry; to pity, rue. This word is translated “to repent” 41 

times and as “to comfort” 57 times in the Old Testament. | don’t know about for you, but for 

me, repentance brings great comfort. 

Greek uses the word metanoeo- to repent, to reconsider. 

This term is used to describe the change of one’s mind or purpose for the better. 

There are three basic steps found in metanoeo: 

e new knowledge 


e regret for the previous course or displeasure with one’s self 
e achange of action 


Conclusion 


1 https://www.etymonline.com/word/Repent 


As you can see, the word repent means to change one’s will, mind, or purpose for the better. A 
feeling of regret is not repentance, but it can lead to repentance. When we repent, we are 
turning back to God, turning away from sin, and changing our actions to obey His will. 


Often people will come to me saying that they want to “rededicate” their life. That is often 
because we Baptists are weak in just simply looking at what scripture says about changing 
direction. If you’re trying to get to Houston from Navasota and you find that you’re headed 
north on Highway 6, you gain knowledge that you’re headed in the wrong direction. It might be 
seeing that you’re headed toward College Station. It might be that someone in the car is telling 
you, “Hey, you’re going in the wrong direction.” You may be really sorry that you’re headed the 
wrong way, but until you get off the expressway, and make a U-turn under it, and head back 
south, you’re still going to be headed in the wrong direction. 


That’s exactly how it is with sin. Sometimes you are told through the Holy Spirit that you have a 
wrong or bad attitude about some area of your life. Sometimes a person or a circumstance will 
bring that to your attention. At that point, it is time to repent, changing your direction and 
heading in the right direction. In the New Testament, repentance always is associated with a 
change of mind about sin and a change of direction in one’s life. 


Saying you are “sorry,” or feeling sorry about something is not the same as repenting. Judas felt 
great remorse for what he had done to Jesus, but he didn’t repent. Instead, he committed 
suicide (Matthew 27:3-5). Peter also felt great remorse over his denial of Christ (Matthew 
26:75), but he genuinely repented and made a change of direction. After denying that he even 
knew Jesus, he boldly proclaimed Christ in the face of persecution (Acts 4). 


a So, if there is mud in your life that shouldn’t be there, admit it to God, 
That makes me happy agree with God that it is not where you’re supposed to be, ask for 

forgiveness, and get back into the game! Turn, and walk in newness of 
life. 


3 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. °? If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1° If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. (1 John 1:8-10, 
NKJV). 


That is grace living. That is walking in the Spirit. 


Let us pray. 
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